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August 31, 2025 
 
Dear Distinguished Colleagues, Friends in Allied Organizations, and Students, 
 
It is a tremendous honor to continue serving as the President of the Council of Educators in Landscape 
Architecture (CELA) this spring and summer, an outstanding organization dedicated to landscape 
architecture, primarily serving academic practitioners in North America and worldwide.  I hope you had 
a restful summer. As we start the 2025-2026 academic calendar and welcome new students, 
colleagues, and allies, I want to share critical updates and opportunities in my second letter promoting 
discovery, innovation, and growth in landscape architecture education, research, scholarship, and 
advocacy.   
 
2026 CELA Conference: "Catalyzing Connections" 
The CELA 2026 Conference website, Catalyzing Connections: Integrating Strategies, Knowledge, and 
Action with Communities in Landscape Architecture, is now open for submissions, and the abstract 
deadline is September 15, 2025. Under the leadership of Past President Jun-Hyun Kim, the CELA 
Standing Committee on Conferences and Events has been working diligently for nearly a year to prepare 
for our 2026 conference, which will take place from March 18 to 21, 2026, in Cincinnati, Ohio, USA.  The 
conference theme, "Catalyzing Connections," invites all to explore how landscape architecture can 
better integrate strategies, ideas, knowledge, people, and practices to create catalytic, meaningful, and 
enduring outcomes. The objective is to cultivate a vibrant exchange of scholarly and professional 
knowledge and ideas to advance landscape architecture as a discipline and area of practice. 
 
The 2026 conference offers opportunities highlighting the evolving roles of educators, scholars, and 
practitioners in addressing environmental, economic, and social challenges, and how stronger 
connections among academics and professionals, institutions, and disciplines can support our 
scholarly and professional activities. To support such a focus, this year’s conference not only offers a 
new Theme Track with LA CES credits but also offers two of our existing tracks, Landscape Architecture 
for Health and Resilience and Climate Action, to offer LA CES credits, bringing CELA's LA CES offerings 
to a total of six tracks in 2026. We welcome our members' continuing participation as presenters and 
abstract reviewers to maintain the quality and scholarly rigor of our conference. We hope you will 
support CELA’s efforts with the conference and join us in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
 
CELA|CLARB- Faculty Licensure Advancement Program: 
As a key action item from the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that we signed between the 
Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture (CELA) and the Council of Landscape Architectural 
Registration Boards (CLARB), we developed a groundbreaking collaborative initiative to advance faculty 
licensure. This initiative was created under my purview and is the first of its kind between our two 
organizations. This program is available annually for three years, pending interest and the program's 
success. CELA|CLARB- Faculty Licensure Advancement Program is a cooperative relationship between 
CELA and CLARB that involves soliciting and reviewing proposals to promote and increase licensure 
among landscape architecture faculty. Full-time faculty from all CELA member schools in good 
standing who qualify for CLARB Certification and/or licensure in one of CLARB's member jurisdictions 
are eligible to submit proposals. The program's total value to the selected candidate/institution is 
estimated at up to $5,000 for in-kind services and support (per awardee) by CLARB & CELA. As part of 
this collaboration and initiative, we also clarified and improved the pathway to licensure for educators, 
recognizing your teaching experience toward CLARB Certification. I am proud that the program’s 
inaugural year call was successful. The proposals for the first round of recipients are currently under 
review by a cross-organizational jury, and we aim to announce the recipients in early fall.  

https://thecela.org/2026-cela/
https://thecela.org/cela-clarb-faculty-licensure-advancement-program/
https://www.clarb.org/resource/pathways-for-educators/
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Landscape Journal (LJ), and Landscape Research Record (LRR) 
LJ and LRR have been prominent publications supported by CELA for our membership. In 2025, LJ 
already published one journal issue in the Spring quarter and is currently finalizing the Fall issue under 
the leadership of Editor-in-Chief James A. LaGro Jr., and the publisher Wisconsin Press. LJ44(1)/Spring 
issue had five peer-reviewed articles, one exhibition review, eight book reviews, two conference 
reviews, and one editorial. LJ44(2)/Fall (expected publication date of mid-November) is anticipated to 
have seven peer-reviewed articles, three book reviews, two conference reviews, two tributes to 
prominent (deceased) CELA colleagues, and one editorial. LRR is entirely produced in-house and is 
currently finalizing its 14th issue under the leadership of Bo Zhang, CELA Vice President for Research 
and Creative Activities (and the Editor-in-Chief for this issue). LRR14 received a record-high 57 
manuscript submissions by April 2025. The double-blind review process was completed over the 
summer, and the editorial team finalized decisions on most articles. The LRR14 will be published 
online by the beginning of 2026. 
 
The content, review process, and scholarly rigor of these publications have been robust, and the 
adjustments have been implemented in recent years, strengthening their presence in the landscape 
architecture world and beyond. Thus, the author's interest in both publications has increased firmly 
under robust editorial leadership. Even with the changing publication world and associated costs, we 
can still offer critical publishing opportunities to our members and scholars alike with no cost of 
publication (or minimal costs for special demands).  We are truly thankful to our expert volunteer 
reviewers and editors, almost all CELA members.  
 
LJ and LRR, international publication platforms, are a critical space for our members and scholars alike 
for publishing peer-reviewed research and scholarship in landscape architecture and related 
disciplines, and we are constantly seeking new ways for them to increase their impact in scientific and 
professional circles.  For example, articles published in the LJ are indexed by prominent databases 
such as Scopus and Web of Science, as well as other abstracting and citation databases catering to 
landscape architecture and allied disciplines. In its 14th year, LRR is widely acknowledged as a CELA 
online publication, and its articles are counted as journal articles in several institutions. Recognizing 
their rigor and growing acceptance, I strongly encourage you to submit your recent research, scholarly, 
and professional work to the LJ and CELA Conferences for full paper consideration for LRR.  Please visit 
the LJ and LRR websites for submission guidelines and further details.  
 
CELA Strategic Plan Follow-Up: What is New? 
CELA has launched the CELA Strategic Plan for 2025-2030 in early 2025 and started CELA's journey 
toward fostering a more inclusive, sustainable, and innovative future under this plan. Since March, the 
CELA Board and its sub-committees have been working on tactics and action items guided by our 
adopted strategic goals: Elevate Career Development Resources, Leverage Impactful Scholarly 
Engagement, Cultivate Mentorship Culture, Amplify Advocacy and Outreach Efforts, Govern and 
Communicate Effectively, and Optimize Financial Sustainability.   
 
Although this plan has a five-year outlook, CELA announced in 2024 that the modest fee increase will 
occur after 10 years to ensure economic stability. This year, we are fine-tuning our internal process and 
operations for governance and financial sustainability, improving our existing program development 
and communication strategies, and revising our membership structure and categories to better serve 
CELA’s aspirations in North America and globally. In addition, we are committed to enhancing our 
service to our members through existing initiatives such as the CELA Awards and CELA Fountain Scholar 
Program, as well as new initiatives, including CELA-led or collaborative programs and opportunities, 

https://thecela.org/landscape-journal/
https://thecela.org/landscape-research-record/
https://thecela.org/awards/
https://thecela.org/cela-fountain-scholar-program/
https://thecela.org/cela-fountain-scholar-program/
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such as the one we have just initiated, the CELA|CLARB Faculty Licensure Advancement Program. 
Please continue to nominate your talented students, faculty, administrators, and professional colleagues 
for these annual CELA Programs.  
 
In this line of such activities, the Landscape Architecture Foundation (LAF) and the CELA will jointly 
plan to execute a six-month first-time initiative to strengthen connections between academic research 
and professional practice in landscape architecture. This pilot effort (still in the planning stages) will 
build on the MOU signed by both organizations, articulating our commitment to formalizing 
collaborations to advance our discipline, LAF’s existing research programs, and CELA’s mission and 
strategic priorities. “The Landscape Architecture Research Exchange” will support community building 
and collaboration across academic and professional practices in landscape architecture. Please be on 
the lookout for follow-ups on this from both organizations in the coming months.  
 
Since 2025, we have also been in regular talks with the American Society of Landscape Architects 
(ASLA) and the Landscape Architecture Accreditation Board (LAAB) leadership to strengthen our 
collaboration, cross-participation, and promotion of educational, research, service, or outreach 
activities. Our initial efforts are to increase cross-participation in both CELA & ASLA events. Please stay 
attuned for other initiatives and join several CELA Board members attending the ASLA 2025 Conference 
on Landscape Architecture in New Orleans, 2025. In addition to ASLA and LAAB, CELA members and 
representatives will participate in meetings with most of our allied organizations, including CLARB, LAF, 
CSLA, IFLA, and ECLAS, this Fall. These continuing interactions are vital to situate CELA at the forefront 
of landscape architecture education, research, and scholarship among our allied organizations.   
 
The strategic plan and the following efforts are only critical tactics and action items that can be briefly 
inserted in a letter like this. They are geared towards maximizing the benefits of your membership while 
ensuring CELA's position in landscape architecture education, academic and professional 
development, collaboration, and recognition both in North America and globally. They aim to abridge 
scholarly and professional communities and allied organizations while broadening CELA’s reach and 
visibility among landscape architecture practitioners.  As the longest-running landscape architecture 
educator organization worldwide, our goal is to ensure that CELA's voices and contributions are 
continually represented while investing in advancing our partnerships globally. 
 
Leadership & Engagement Opportunities 
The official call for CELA board nominations will also be released this fall. The CELA Board oversees the 
organization's operations and strategic planning. Board members also serve on committees that work 
on specific initiatives, such as developing new educational programs, advocating for landscape 
architecture education, and providing mentorship opportunities, which provide a way to guide 
emerging professionals in the field. 
 
As a member-driven organization, CELA relies on our members' leadership and volunteer efforts to 
serve on our board, improving our capacity to serve landscape architecture. These leadership roles are 
crucial in steering CELA towards its strategic goals and ensuring a diverse and dynamic board with 
fresh ideas and outlook. I strongly encourage you to nominate yourself or a colleague who can 
contribute an active presence, innovative ideas, and leadership to CELA. We look forward to welcoming 
new, productive members who bring new perspectives and robust energy to our endeavors. Upcoming 
anticipated openings in the CELA board are: 

• President-Elect 
• 2nd Vice President & Chair of Standing Committee on Awards and Recognition 
• Vice President of Research & Creative Scholarship 
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• Treasurer 
• Regional Director 1 
• Regional Director 4 
• Regional Director 6 
• Regional Director 8 
• Student-Elect Director 

 
Looking Ahead 
The CELA Board and its membership have witnessed and contributed to meaningful changes in 
landscape architecture over the years. That said, we also started having difficult conversations in recent 
years due to the current external stressors shaping our environment, society, and academic and 
professional practices, especially in the United States, if not around the globe.  It is essential that we 
remain vigilant of the challenges impacting our deeply held core values and stay resilient to protect and 
advance education, research, scholarship, and innovation in landscape architecture. 
 
I'm grateful for your ongoing support, dedication, and active participation in our organization, which are 
vital to advancing landscape architecture as an academic discipline and area of practice. With our ever-
increasing environmental and societal responsibilities aligned with our ongoing internal efforts, and the 
introduction of new initiatives and partnerships, the CELA's future will be marked by significant impact 
nationally and globally.  
 
As previously shared, we are in this together and stronger through CELA! Here’s to a productive and 
transformative academic year ahead! If you have any suggestions or questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us. 
 
PS: Please also be aware that CELA is also on social media; we need your presence! Follow us and 
connect with CELA on LinkedIn, Instagram, and Facebook.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Taner R. Özdil, Ph.D., ASLA 
CELA President 
 
Associate Professor | Program in Landscape Architecture | CAPPA  
Associate Director for Research | The Center for Metropolitan Density | CfMD   
The University of Texas at Arlington 
D - 817 272 5089 | tozdil@uta.edu  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/council-of-educators-in-landscape-architecture
https://www.instagram.com/thecelaofficial
https://www.facebook.com/TheCELA/

