
March 17-19, 2021 

2 
 

PERSPECTIVES ON DOCUMENTATION STANDARDS IN DESIGN 
EDUCATION: A STRATEGIC APPROACH TO AUTOCAD 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Donnie Longnecker, Thomas Jones, Jessica Fernandez, David Spooner 
LONGNECKER, DONNIE 
University of Georgia, longneck@uga.edu 

JONES, THOMAS 
University of Georgia, tom@uga.edu 

FERNANDEZ, JESSICA 
University of Georgia, jessica.fernandez@uga.edu 

SPOONER, DAVID 
University of Georgia, spoonerd@uga.edu 
 

1 ABSTRACT  
Landscape architects have many software options for computer-generated construction 
documentation output. A recent survey of 482 ASLA members found AutoCAD most prevalent, with 
82% of respondents using it on a daily or weekly basis (George & Summerlin, 2019). Despite its 
widespread use, landscape architecture students often must implement a trial-and-error approach 
in school or use on-the-job training upon graduation to achieve program proficiency. One threat to 
student learning is a lack of program proficiency amongst instructors, which may threaten effective 
communication in using AutoCAD for graphic production and documentation workflows. In light of 
these challenges, the University of Georgia College of Environment and Design (CED) 
implemented college-wide AutoCAD (CAD) graphic standards. The standards create a common 
language that is utilized by students and instructors to collaborate on graphic production and 
quality. Borrowing from standards used in professional practice, the college-wide standards 
familiarize students with basic AutoCAD concepts used in the industry and teach students how to 
use AutoCAD for interdisciplinary design collaboration and production of construction documents. 
This paper shares knowledge on the implementation of AutoCAD graphic standards in an academic 
setting. Additionally, we explore the foundational principles behind the standards and their 
application to design studio pedagogy. The investigation includes a varied assessment of the 
standards through case study, expert, and survey methods. Survey results show that 86% of 
respondents believe that the CED AutoCAD Standards helped improve their graphic output at least 
moderately, and 80% believe that the standards at least moderately improved their productivity 
upon graduation. Overarching findings reveal the importance of exposure to documentation 
standards while in school, as well as considerations for future application. 
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