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Description 
This award recognizes the nominee’s ability to direct design studio projects that demonstrate outstanding 
quality and/or emphasize critical thinking and the creative process. Up to two awards are presented 
annually—one at the early career level (3-10 years teaching experience) and one at the experienced level 
(10+ years teaching experience). 

 
Nomination Requirements 

• Faculty member(s) of a CELA member school in good standing with a minimum of two (2) years at 
the nominating institution 

• Institutions are limited to one nomination in each award level 

Package Requirements: 
All materials are to be packaged as a single multi-page PDF document and submitted through the CELA’s 
online system by the nominee or nominator. Pages are limited to tabloid size (A3, 11x17”) in landscape 
format. The package shall not exceed 100 MB to ensure successful submission. 

 
Each package shall contain the following information: 

 
• Nominee and nominator information  
• Table of Contents  
• Nomination letter (maximum of two pages) from a person associated with The CELA member school 

in good standing that contains the rationale for the nomination  
• Nominee’s curriculum vitae (must not exceed five (5) pages)  
• Three (3) letters of support from departmental faculty or administrators   
• Supporting materials (must not exceed a total of twenty (20) pages):  

1. Autobiographical sketch that summarizes the nominee’s design studio teaching approach and 
past achievements and/or a description of effective teaching strategies and methodologies 
used by the nominee to enhance design studio teaching  

2. Evidence from publications, case study descriptions of the studio, and/or service metrics from 
community engagement. The role and impact of the nominee and their methods should be 
clearly stated, not just a description of studio projects  

3. Sample portfolio of design studio teaching–including project statements, and examples of 
student work or photos of students participating in community and implementation efforts. 
Work must be legible in concept though it is acceptable if some text is too small to read  

4. Four to six (4-6) student/alumni testimonials 

Content Requirements: 
• Approach: Speak to underlying studio theory, intention, and methods 
• Evidence: Include anything that can speak to how your studio guidance, oversight, and mentorship 

has impacted students in unique ways. Highlight personal awards, studio evolution over time, and 
include course evaluation comments if possible 

• Portfolio: Include project assignment sheets to pair with student work examples. A mix of complete 
student boards/presentation slides and highlight content from multiple projects tends to work best 
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Description 
This professional teaching award recognizes the nominee’s ability to direct design studio projects that 
demonstrate outstanding quality and/or emphasize critical thinking and the creative process. Up to two 
awards may be presented annually—one at the early career level (3-10 years teaching experience) and one 
for faculty with 10 or more years teaching experience. As a highly competitive and selective recognition, the 
award is only granted based on evidence presented in nomination materials. Awardees must demonstrate 
innovation and excellence across all evaluation metrics.  

 
Nomination Requirements 

1. Is the nominee a CELA member school professor in good standing with a minimum of two (2) years 
at the nominating institution? 

2. Are materials submitted in the proper format with all required documentation included? 

Evaluation 
On a scale of 1-5, with 1 being the lowest and 5 the highest possible score, how would you rate: 
 
1. Clear communication of the studio teaching approach 
2. Personal accolades or student competition awards stemming from studio efforts 
3. Studio teaching methods and metrics 
4. Impacts of professor on design studio education (locally or in the larger context) 
5. Quality of sample portfolio – project statements and administration 
6. Quality of sample portfolio – student work and/or community impact 
7. Quality of letters of recommendation 
8. Quality of student testimonials + evaluations 
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