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January 15th, 2026 

Dear Distinguished Colleagues, Friends in Profession and Allied Organizations, and Students, 

Happy New Year! We had a very busy and exciting Fall as the Council of Educators in Landscape 
Architecture (CELA) Board achieved numerous accomplishments and launched new initiatives under 
the overarching goals of our 2025-2030 Strategic Plan. In my third letter, I would like to take a moment 
to update you on CELA’s ongoing efforts and initiatives, both internally and with our partners as the 
President of CELA. 

CELA Updates: With Our Allied Organizations 

The CELA executive leadership members, delegates, and appointees have participated and 
actively represented our organization at various capacities at American Society of Landscape 
Architects (ASLA), Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards (CLARB), Landscape 
Architecture Foundation (LAF) and Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB), 
International Federation of Landscape Architects (IFLA), and Presidents’ Council meetings while 
signing off on number of key initiatives and action items to strengthen our commitment to and 
presence among allied organizations in landscape architecture in 2025.  

I am pleased to share that I led and signed our first Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the 
American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) at the National ASLA Conference in New Orleans 
last October, following extensive efforts between the leadership of both organizations over the past 
year. This MOU establishes a framework for cooperation between CELA and ASLA from 2025 to 
2030 to promote shared leadership, collaboration, and mutual support in advancing landscape 
architecture through education, research, scholarship, public service, and outreach. As one of our 
first collaborative action items among CELA, ASLA, and LAAB, selected award-winning CELA 
conference research posters were presented at the ASLA conference, reaffirming our commitment 
to bridging the gap between education and research in the academy and practice.  

Additionally, the CELA|CLARB- Faculty Licensure Advancement Program, a groundbreaking 
collaborative initiative I spearheaded to advance faculty licensure, selected its first class of 
recipients this fall. Zhongzhe Shen of the University of Georgia, Kathy Unland of Ball State 
University, and Yao Wang of Louisiana State University are awarded by a jury representing CELA 
and CLARB members. Our gratitude to CL Bohannon (jury chair) and Ole Sleipness with CELA, and 
Edward Kinney with CLARB, for their insightful jury work. This was one of the key action items 
initiated by the MOU I led and co-signed between the CELA and the CLARB earlier in 2025. 

The Landscape Architecture Research Exchange, a joint initiative between CELA and LAF, is 
another action item underway. Motivated by the CELA LAF MOU, this exchange is designed to 
connect landscape architecture professionals and academics around shared research interests. 
The initiative was started with a collaborative webinar titled Research 101 for Practitioners, 
presented by Jim LaGro, representing CELA, and Megan Barnes, representing LAF, with over 300 
attendees. The next event is a virtual event: The Research Exchange, co-hosted by Megan Barnes 
and me, takes place on January 22, 2026. This virtual gathering brings together over 125 
participants and volunteer facilitators from the landscape architecture field. It offers an online, 
interactive opportunity for academic and professional practitioners to identify shared research 
interests, explore collaboration opportunities, and begin to shape a responsive research agenda 
for landscape architecture. We will continue this initiative with a special session at the 2026 CELA 
Conference.   

CELA Updates: Our Internal Operations 

https://thecela.org/cela-clarb-faculty-licensure-advancement-program/
https://www.lafoundation.org/resources/2025/10/the-research-exchange
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In addition to our collaborative initiatives, I had the opportunity to appoint our active members to 
various national committees within our allied organizations, following the initiation of formal 
internal processes under the guidance of the CELA Board. I am happy to let you know that Mary Pat 
McGuire with the University of Illinois is now the CELA representative to the Landscape 
Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB) for a three-year term; Jessica Canfield with Kansas State 
University is now the CELA representative on the ASLA Licensure and State Government Affairs 
Committee for a two-year term; and Lori Catalano, Colorado State University, is now on the ASLA 
LA CES Application Review Committee for a three-year term. These representatives step in to 
continue the excellent service of Roxi Thoren with The Pennsylvania State University for her role in 
representing CELA at the Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB) for more than two 
full terms, David Watts with California Polytechnic State University for his role with ASLA LA CES 
Application Review Committee for more than two full terms, and Chingwen Chen with The 
Pennsylvania State University  for her role in ASLA Licensure and State Government Affairs 
Committee for a term. The CELA is grateful for the selfless service of our colleagues and for the 
support of their institutions in advancing CELA’s academic agenda.   

Internally, the CELA Board, with the support of the IMI (CELA Executive Offices) team and our 
Executive Director, Nancy Haywood, has been active over the past year, completing several 
internal tasks, proposals, and meeting deadlines within our annual work plan, all under the 
overarching guidelines of CELA's Strategic Plan. Our finances look strongest in CELA's recent 
history, and we finalized our 2026 budget talks at the mid-year meeting. We have revised and 
approved new membership categories internally to enhance clarity and global appeal.  The details 
on these will be shared at the CELA Members Meeting, another new initiative we plan to 
commence and test at the 2026 CELA Conference.  

We have also been working side-by-side with our CELA Fellows leadership on some other 
initiatives. For example, thanks to a very generous donation from Kenneth R. Brooks FCELA, we 
established the first-of-its-kind endowment, the Kenneth R. Brooks MLA Travel Fellowship, which 
supports travel for Kenneth R. Brooks MLA Research Scholarship recipients from LAF. We are 
thankful for this effort, led by Kirk Dimond, CELA Treasurer, along with his standing committee and 
CELA Fellows leadership members, Patsy Owens and Sean Michael. CELA Fellows also completed 
their review process for the 2026 CELA Fellows and the Lifetime Achievement Award recipient and 
are currently working on collecting and judging submissions for the CELA research poster 
competition. Thanks to the continuing support of CELA Fellows and their leading officers, 
additional information on these will be revealed in the coming weeks.  

The CELA’s President-Elect, CL Bohannon, has been leading the nomination process for the 2026 
CELA Board election with his standing committee, and the voting process by our members was 
completed in recent days. Additionally, the Award and Recognition Standing Committee and 
external juries completed their review process for 2026, thanks to robust leadership by David 
Barbarash, Second Vice President, and the review of the CELA Fountain Scholarship is wrapped up 
under the leadership of Maria Villalobos, Vice President for Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and 
Recruitment. We are truly thankful to all the standing committee members and jury members for 
the service they provided.  

Ole Sleipness, Secretary and Vice President of Communication, Outreach & Publications, has 
been an asset, keeping our communication lines open and engaging with members while leading 
the way to finalize the details of the request for proposals (RFP) for a new CELA website through his 
standing committee. CELA Regional Directors support all our standing committees, working to 
activate our membership regionally while reviewing their internal operations and role definitions to 
better serve our membership. Our student directors also support our standing committees, looking 
for ways to enhance the student experience at our conference.  
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Two of the critical operations of CELA, guided by its mission, have been to advance the quality, 
rigor, and dissemination of landscape architecture research and creative scholarship through its 
publications and annual conference. On that note, Vice President of Research & Creative 
Scholarship (VPR) Bo Zhang and his standing committee members, track chairs, volunteer 
members, and reviewers like you completed a record number of CELA conference abstract reviews 
in December. Our VPR and his team also plan to release one of the largest issues of Landscape 
Research Record (LRR), issue 13, featuring 39 papers in weeks. Our sincerest thanks go to our VPR 
and all who have volunteered with both.  

Landscape Journal (LJ), the double-blind, peer-reviewed, continuously published journal of CELA 
since 1982, has maintained its rigorous standards by timely publication of two issues in 2025. The 
robust production of the LJ is assured thanks to Jim LaGro, Editor-in-Chief, and his editorial and 
review team, with the support of Wisconsin Press. His editorship, now approaching five years, has 
brought consistency to Landscape Journal's operations, with two timely, content-rich issues per 
year, while enhancing its outreach to diverse landscape architecture communities in academia 
and the profession. 

The 2026 Annual CELA Conference: “Catalyzing Connections” 

The CELA Standing Committee on Conferences and Events, with the support of the CELA Board 
and IMI, under the leadership of Past President Jun-Hyun Kim, has been working tirelessly behind 
the scenes to organize the 2026 CELA Conference. We are anticipating one of the largest 
gatherings of landscape architecture academic practitioners and enthusiasts, incredibly excited 
about what is in store, and we look forward to seeing everyone at the CELA conference. The 
conference will be held from March 18 to 21, 2026, at the Hyatt Regency in Cincinnati, Ohio. With a 
conference theme of ‘Catalyzing Connections: Integrating Strategies, Knowledge, and Action with 
Communities in Landscape Architecture,’ the conference will highlight how deeper collaborations 
can drive catalytic transformation in our discipline by integrating research, scholarship, education, 
and practices with communities. Building on CELA’s ongoing efforts to create strategies, 
knowledge, and action items to bridge research and practice, this year’s conference emphasizes 
not only connection but meaningful synthesis of ideas, approaches, and perspectives that lead to 
new methods, models, opportunities, and outcomes for the future of education, scholarship, and 
leadership.  

There is an enthusiastic anticipation of our annual conference participation, with one of the highest 
abstract submissions in the record (535). After the second round of the double-blind peer review 
process, 473 (374 Oral, 28 Panel, and 71 Posters) of these abstracts were selected, an 88% 
acceptance rate, pending registration and presentation commitment and adjustments. The 
accepted presentation authors have already been notified about the presentation format 
requirements and registration details. We are also excited to have a Theme track again, along with 
the addition of three new LA CES tracks, which will influence professionals’ interest and 
participation at the CELA Conference. I want to express my sincerest gratitude to the CELA 
Standing Committee on Conferences and Events under the leadership of Jun-Hyun Kim, the CELA 
Standing Committee on Research and Creative Scholarship leadership, members, and the 225 
abstract reviewers under the leadership of Bo Zang for their hard work behind the scenes in 
ensuring a promising conference content and delivery for landscape architecture academic and 
professional communities.  

Our thanks also go to you, the members, once again, for your invaluable contributions. CELA would 
not be what it is without each of you. Don't miss your chance to be part of our conference. The 
conference site is now open, and early-bird registration is underway. You can register now with our 
registration link at: https://thecela.org/2026-cela/  

https://thecela.org/landscape-research-record/
https://thecela.org/landscape-research-record/
https://lj.uwpress.org/
https://thecela.org/2026-cela/
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Looking Ahead:  

As we are only a couple of months away from our 2026 CELA Conference, I am thrilled to share 
several key initiatives that are underway. We have already revised and updated our membership 
categories, and have approved them internally to better recruit and serve our membership in North 
America and globally. The new membership categories will be shared with our members by CELA, 
with the anticipation to take effect in 2026. These minor updates in membership will not only clarify 
national and international membership but also provide opportunities for those programs in 
countries and regions that are less fortunate to be involved in the landscape architecture 
academic profession.  

As the CELA Board, we recently prepared and approved our internal proposal to call LRR a ‘CELA 
Online Journal’ as of early December and invest in obtaining a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) 
number, a persistent and unique code for digital items like journal articles, acting like a permanent 
ID that resolves its online location, even if the URL changes. The rigor and content of LRR have 
improved critically over the years, while its scientific recognition has been somewhat ambiguous 
and varied among scholars and institutions. After 13 years of publishing LRR, this is a small but 
critical step in the right direction for LRR and its articles to be acknowledged more consistently, 
providing greater clarity and wider recognition in landscape architecture and the broader 
academic community. Incorporating the DOI number is now underway by our VPR, who will start 
updating our LRR records, beginning with the most recent issue.  

We have also completed our internal work and are now ready to launch a new CELA endowment to 
support a selected junior faculty member's travel to the CELA conference. This initiative is a 
renewed look and a fresh mission for the remaining Global Investiture Funds, a project initiated by 
CELA that has been dormant over the past couple of years. As we recognize growing budgetary 
concerns among member institutions, the CELA will use this new endowment to support and 
encourage selected aspiring full-time junior faculty with strong abstracts to attend our annual 
conference. 

We previously raised and approved funds to update the CELA website. Since his initiation, our VP 
for Communication developed the Request for Proposal (RFP) with his team. We plan to announce 
an RFP in the first quarter of 2026 to revamp our website's appearance and capabilities, enhancing 
our internal operations and data collection, and showcasing our collective power, role, and 
achievements as an organization through our digital presence.  

Embracing CELA's history and role, and the needs of internal academic practice knowledge, I am 
starting the CELA Analytics Task Force, with the support of active and continuing members of the 
CELA Board, to collect, analyze, and disseminate academic information through our member 
portal on the CELA website. After having numerous heartfelt conversations with various members 
of our community since day one, as well as my past knowledge with other attempts from a few 
decades ago, we are reminded once again of the fragility of the landscape architecture profession 
and academic community if we do not have reliable information about our members and their 
institutions. The mission of this initiative and the task force is to assess and enhance our internal 
capabilities and to continue critical dialogues with those in our allied organizations' networks to 
collect and analyze data on our members and the operations of landscape architecture academic 
units. Although this is a long-term initiative that may outlast me as a CELA Board member, the 
evolving digital world will likely offer us a better opportunity to pursue this dream this time around, 
thanks to renewed interest and support we anticipate from our members, member institutions, 
and allied organizations.  

There is more to reveal, and one letter would not do justice to explaining all our operations. 
However, you must wait for those details and join us at our 2026 CELA Conference in March in 
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Cincinnati, Ohio. I enthusiastically invite you all to join us to listen and discuss our members’ 
groundbreaking research, scholarship, and creative activities, to attend our members meeting to 
support our decision making processes, to join the award ceremony celebrating our awardees’ 
remarkable achievements, attend field sessions to replenish your vision about the future of 
landscape architecture, meet your new Board of Director members, and most importantly build a 
robust academic network as part of one of the longest running academic organization of 
landscape architecture in the world.  

In conclusion, as my predecessors also shared, the success of CELA's endeavors relies heavily on 
the passion and effort of our members and member institutions worldwide. As we continue to 
navigate the complexities and opportunities of our academic and professional practices, I invite 
each of you to engage with CELA's work and initiatives, support its mission, and contribute to our 
scholarly outputs. As I previously shared, we are in this together and stronger through CELA! 
Here's to a productive and transformative academic year ahead! If you have any suggestions or 
questions, please don't hesitate to contact us.  

PS: CELA is on social media, and we need your engaged presence there as well! Please follow and 
connect with CELA on LinkedIn, Instagram, and Facebook.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Taner R. Özdil, Ph.D., ASLA 

CELA President 

 
Associate Professor | Program in Landscape Architecture | CAPPA  
Associate Director for Research | The Center for Metropolitan Density | CfMD   
The University of Texas at Arlington 
D - 817 272 5089 | tozdil@uta.edu  

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/council-of-educators-in-landscape-architecture
https://www.instagram.com/thecelaofficial
https://www.facebook.com/TheCELA/

