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January 16", 2025

Dear Distinguished Colleagues and Our Friends in Allied Organizations,

Happy New Year! | hope this message finds you refreshed and ready for an exciting year ahead.
As we welcome the new year, | would like to take a moment to update you on CELA’s ongoing
efforts and initiatives in my third presidential letter.

New CELA Executive Director

We are excited to introduce Nancy Haywood as our new Executive Director of CELA. Her
extensive experience as the Executive Director for the North Carolina Chapter of ASLA (NCASLA)
and her previous support in our membership management with IMI will enhance CELA's capacity
to better serve our members. For a seamless transition, the CELA board and | have been working
closely with Nancy over the past months, ensuring she has all the necessary resources and
support to excel in her new role. While we anticipate a fruitful collaboration with Nancy, we also
wish to express our heartfelt gratitude to Teresa Hunter, the former CELA Executive Director, for
her invaluable contributions. Teresa's dedication has significantly enriched our community, and
we wish her the greatest success in her future endeavors. Nancy can be contacted via her CELA
email at director@thecela.org or by phone at 919.459.6093.

CELA Updates

The CELA board has approved and adopted our new strategic plan for 2025-2030, following
extensive efforts over the past one and a half years. This plan represents a collective effort to
reflect diverse voices within our community, ensuring that it reflects a wide array of perspectives
and needs. The insights from your responses to our strategic plan development surveys and
workshops have been crucial in developing a strategic outline that will guide CELA towards a
more inclusive, sustainable, and innovative future. The new strategic plan will be officially shared
with you soon, and we are expecting that the new plan will reaffirm our commitment to
enhancing member services and maximizing the benefits of CELA membership.

In addition to our strategic plan development, | want to take a moment to recognize the
exceptional dedication of our CELA members who serve on various national committees in our
allied organizations. Their commitment to maintaining and elevating the standards of our
profession is significant. Special thanks go to Katie Kingery-Page, David Watts, David Hopman,
and Yi Luo for their outstanding contributions to the LA CES committees at the Council of
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Landscape Architectural Registration Boards (CLARB), which focus on maintaining standards in
professional development and continuing education. | also appreciate Roxi Thoren for her role in
representing CELA at the Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB).

Last fall, our board members actively participated in several events and initiatives alongside our
allied organizations to strengthen collaborations and share insights that represent CELA and
advance our discipline. As President, | attended the Landscape Architecture Foundation (LAF)'s
annual board meeting with our President-Elect, Taner Ozdil. During this meeting, we had the
opportunity to present CELA's priorities and engage in discussions about current and future
collaborative partnerships with LAF, based on our recently signed MOU between the two
organizations. Both Taner and | also attended LAF’s 39" Annual Benefit, which was a great event
showcasing the breadth of our discipline. Additionally, we represented CELA at the annual
Presidents Council Meeting held during the 2024 National ASLA Conference on Landscape
Architecture in Washington D.C. The Presidents Council Meeting gathers leaders from ASLA,
CLARB, LAAB, Canadian Society of Landscape Architects (CSLA), and LAF, which provides a
platform to discuss strategic planning and collaborative opportunities aimed at strengthening
relationships among landscape architecture capacity organizations. At the ASLA Conference,
there was also a meeting with LAF to explore potential collaborative opportunities to promote
scholarly activities among professionals and academia.

Furthering our international presence, Chingwen Cheng, CELA Past President, and Taner
attended the 2024 IFLA Council and Congress Meetings in Istanbul, Turkey. Additionally, Taner
attended the 2024 CLARB Meeting in Buffalo, NY, and represented CELA at a panel session
discussing the "Future of Landscape Architecture Education." Our collaboration with CLARB
continues to explore opportunities for faculty licensure coordination, with more details to be
shared soon. Our Vice President of Research (VPR), Bo Zhang, represented CELA at the
Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA) Administrators conference at Denver
CO, which focused on discussions pertinent to the future of education in our field. During the
session, he highlighted the evolving educational landscapes and how CELA can continue to
support and lead in these areas.

Last December, | delivered CELA updates and priorities during the annual ASLA/LAAB Landscape
Architecture Administrators meeting, which was a great opportunity to connect with many of
our landscape architecture program leaders. | also had the pleasure of introducing CELA
alongside Marc Miller, CELA’s Vice President of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Recruitment
(DEIR), at the DEIl Cohort meeting of the Deans’ Equity and Inclusion Initiative at Dumbarton
Oaks.
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These activities highlight our commitment to not only advancing our discipline through
education and collaboration but also ensuring that CELA's voice and influence resonate across
the landscape architecture community locally and globally.

2025 CELA Conference: "Processes + Impacts”

We are particularly excited about the upcoming CELA Conference, scheduled for March 27-29,
2025, in Portland, Oregon. This year's theme, "Processes + Impacts,” invites us to critically
examine how landscape architecture influences communities and ecosystems through
innovative design and strategic interventions. | want to extend a heartfelt thank you to all our
track chairs, abstract reviewers, and particularly to our VPR, Bo Zhang, for their incredible
dedication and hard work. The response to our call for abstracts has been overwhelming, with
about 550 submissions, and the rigorous review process was made possible by the commitment
of 157 reviewers. Thank you once again for your invaluable contributions. CELA would not be
what it is without each of you. Don't miss your chance to be part of our conference. You can
register now with our registration link at: https://thecela.org/cela-2025/.

Recognition and Looking Ahead

As we approach our 2025 CELA Conference, | am thrilled to celebrate the exceptional
achievements of our members who have significantly contributed to the landscape architecture
discipline. Please join me in congratulating our recently inducted fellows: Eugene Bressler,
Byoung-Suk Kweon, Caroline Lavoie, Galen Newman, Catherine Seavitt Nordenson, and William
(Chip) Winslow. Their outstanding contributions have been recognized through their induction
as CELA fellows. Additionally, we are honored to elevate Kurt Culbertson to the status of
Honorary Fellow. Kurt's enduring impact on our field and his exemplary leadership have been
truly inspiring. | warmly invite you all to join us at the upcoming award ceremony during the
CELA conference to celebrate our awardees’ remarkable achievements along with these new
fellows. This event is not only a recognition of individual excellence but also a celebration of our
collective dedication to advancing landscape architecture education and practice.

The success of CELA's endeavors relies heavily on the passion and effort of our members. As we
continue to navigate the complexities and opportunities of our field, | invite each of you to
engage with CELA's initiatives, contribute to our scholarly outcomes including CELA's Landscape
Journal and Landscape Research Record, and participate in our upcoming events. Your
involvement is essential as we work to enhance landscape education and effectively respond to
the evolving needs of our communities.
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Thank you for your continued support and dedication to CELA. Together, we will continue to
advance the standards of landscape architecture education and practice, ensuring a resilient and
vibrant future for all.

Sincerely,

et G

Jun-Hyun Kim, Ph.D,, ASLA
CELA President

Professor and Director

School of Planning, Design & Construction
Michigan State University

0: 517-432-0704 | junhkim@msu.edu
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