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Distinguished Colleagues and Our Friends in Allied Organizations,

It is a tremendous honor to start serving as the Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture’s
(CELA) President, an outstanding organization for Landscape Architecture primarily serving
academic practitioners (educators, researchers, scholars, and advocates) in North America and
worldwide. | am very humbled and honored to have received the trust from my colleagues. Thank
you for your support, encouragement, and charge to serve as the incoming president.

My journey into landscape architecture practices started in 1992, with an undergraduate degree
from Ankara University, the oldest landscape architecture program in Turkiye. A full scholarship to
pursue my master's and Ph.D. in landscape architecture took me to the United States, where |
completed my MLA at the University of Colorado at Denver and a Ph.D. at Texas A&M University.
My dedication to present, publish, review and serve my academic community through CELA grew as
a graduate student and part-time faculty while working with a very special group of faculty mentors,
advisors, and friends including the late Nancy Volkman, Robin Abrams, Andrew Seidel, Chung-Shan
Huang, Tom Woodfin, and the late Forster Ndubisi among many others.

Starting at the University of Texas at Arlington (UTA) in 2007 as tenure-track faculty, where the CELA
Executive Office was held under the leadership of the late Pat D. Taylor for a period, has given me a
behind-the-scenes understanding of CELA. Since then, | have held many CELA roles, including but
not limited to Academic Information System research, 2008-2012, Region-3 Director 2019-2020,
Landscape Performance Track Co-chair since 2016-2023, and Landscape Research Record (LRR) co-
editor since 2017-2024. LRR Editor-in-Chief 2021-2022, Theme Track Co-chair, 2023-2024. Most
critically, | served as the Vice President for Research and Creative Scholarship (VPR) and Past-VPR
2020-2023 during one of the most challenging times of CELA in recent history, the COVID-19 years.
After over 20 years of active engagement and completing one of the most complex board roles
(VPR) in CELA, | was elected for this prestigious position. | sincerely thank Charlene LaBlue, Sadik
Artung, and Galen Newman for their dedicated support on the CELA Board over the years. | would
also like to thank Ming-Han Li and Diane Jones Allen for the encouragement and ongoing support
as part of my college leadership at UTA.

Moving forward, as the CELA Board, we plan to focus on several priorities. | would like to highlight a
few in this message. First, we will focus on several priority action items in the CELA Strategic Plan
2025-2030, which was launched a few months ago. We will also build on bridging academic and
professional practices in landscape architecture by strengthening our connections with allied
organizations. Through the Presidents’ Council — comprised of ASLA, CELA, CSLA, CLARB, LAAB,
and LAF—as well as international organizations such as IFLA and ECLAS, we aim to develop
common strategies, programs, and a shared vision to better serve landscape architecture as a
discipline and area of practice both in North America and worldwide.

As members of the broader education, research, and scholarly community, we have witnessed some
critical environmental, social, and economic changes and challenges due to current stressors

shaping our society and academic and professional practices in the United States and beyond. While
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CELA continues to fulfill its mission to support educators to advance the profession, we will
intelligently monitor our climate, and invest in academic quality, rigor and freedom for knowledge
generation and dissemination among landscape architecture educators, programs, academics, and
practitioners, and between CELA and allied disciplines and organizations nationally and
internationally.

It's an exciting time to be involved with CELA! With our diverse memberships’ robust research and
scholarly participation, and dedicated commitment and volunteerism in CELA, we will build on our
critical focus areas such as resilience, climate change, nature-based solutions, health and wellbeing,
and performance while carefully recalibrating our knowledge domains by further exploring our
growing practices. | would also like to call our membership to look deeper at current and evolving
topics such as STEM designation, digital innovations and technologies, design and creativity, and
collaborative and multidisciplinary practices within and beyond allied disciplines to advance
landscape architecture education, scholarship, and the profession.

As the new CELA President (who has already been involved with four different landscape
architecture programs on three different continents for over 30 years), | will do my very best to be
the voice of our membership and this relentlessly working CELA Board, maintain CELA’s
expectations of excellence, and advance our discipline and organization to represent us as
landscape architecture academic and professional practitioners. Collectively, we will work toward
inspiring future generations through education and mentorship with knowledge-based and mindful
strategies and actions. Together, | look forward to moving the landscape architecture discipline and
academic and professional practices forward through CELA.

Let me take this opportunity to highlight some CELA updates:
CELA 2025: Processes + Impacts

The 2025 CELA conference, themed “Processes + Impacts,” took place in Portland, Oregon, from
March 27-29. This major international event engaged more than 497 attendees, one of the largest
landscape architecture academic practitioners’ gatherings since the pandemic years, if not before.
The conference had 320 oral presentations, 52 poster presentations, 23 panel sessions, and three
film presentations by landscape architecture academic and professional practitioners, students, and
advocates. On behalf of the CELA board, | extend my heartfelt appreciation to everyone who
attended our conference, contributed with a presentation, or reviewed abstracts.

The conference illustrated CELA’s commitment to fostering entirely in-person dialogue through
various events, including pre-conference workshops, a series of presentation sessions, field
excursions, and our annual Awards Dinner and Presentation. In addition, the conference also
provided a platform beyond sharing new research, enjoying impromptu interactions and networking
opportunities, highlighting the importance of such activities to advance research, education, and
creative scholarship to serve landscape architecture.

| want to highlight our esteemed keynote speakers, James LaGro, Editor-in-Chief for Landscape
Journal, and Frederick “Fritz" Steiner, 2025 CELA Lifetime Achievement Awardee, for their insightful
keynote presentations. We also held a signing ceremony of our Memorandum of Understanding



CELA L |

Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture

with the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards (CLARB), affirming our mutual
interest in future collaboration for our discipline.

| wish to give special thanks to 2024-25 CELA President Jun-Hyun Kim for his leadership and overall
commitment to CELA activities, and outgoing CELA Past President Chingwen Cheng, Chair of the
Conference and Event Committee, for her dedication to identifying the conference location and
activities, shaping the conference program, and leading her committee's efforts in planning our
event with a refreshed agenda. | extend my sincere appreciation for the leadership of Vice President
for Research and Creative Scholarship (VPR) Bo Zang and his subcommittee, Past VPR Dongying Li,
and our track chairs, our scholarly experts, for ensuring a robust research and presentation review
processes both for abstracts and papers with the help of amazing number of volunteer reviewers
from our membership and research community.

| also would like to give a special shout-out to David Barbarash, Second Vice President, for leading
the CELA Annual Awards, and Marc Miller, outgoing Vice President for Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, &
Recruitment, for leading the Fountain Scholar Program with their sub-committees and volunteer
jurors. Thank you, CELA regional directors, for activating our regions and promoting our activities
nationwide. All of this couldn’t have come together without a meticulous look into our numbers.
Thank you, CELA Treasurer Kirk Diamond and his committee, for ensuring financial clarity.

Finally, I'd like to express our gratitude to CELA Fellows for their support for the keynote session and
poster reviews, facilitators of our field excursions, and to the IMI Association Executives staff
members for their invaluable assistance in organizing and supporting the conference.

2026 CELA Annual Conference in Cincinnati, OH

We look forward to welcoming you to our 2026 CELA Annual Conference, scheduled for March 19-
21, 2026, in Cincinnati, Ohio. More details about the conference and the Call for Abstracts will be
announced in late summer.

Outgoing CELA Board Members
| would like to acknowledge and express our appreciation to the following CELA Board members who
have recently completed their invaluable service to CELA in leadership positions:

Executive Committee Members:
» Chingwen Cheng, Past President
* Marc Miller, VP for Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, & Recruitment
*  Kris Fox, Secretary & Vice President for Communications, Outreach, & Publications

Regional and Student Directors
» Gareth Doherty, Region 7 Director
« Lori A. Catalano, PLA, Region 3 Director
« Nadia Amoroso, Region 9 Director
« Chadwick Bowlin, CELA Student Director

Thank you for your service to CELA!
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New CELA Board Members

| would also like to acknowledge the following CELA members' incoming elected leadership and
welcome their commitment to service to CELA:

Executive Committee Members:

CL Bohannon, President-Elect
Maria Villalobos, VP for Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, & Recruitment
Ole Sleipness, Secretary & Vice President for Communications, Outreach, & Publications

Regional and Student Directors

Sohyun Park, Region 7 Director,

Joern Langhorst, PLA, Region 3 Director
Elise Shelley, Region 9 Director

Anna Earley, CELA Student Director-Elect

Outgoing Track Co-Chairs

Peter Summerlin, Design Education + Pedagogy
Hong Wu, Geo-Spatial + Digital Analytics

2025 CELA Awards

Congratulations to all this year's CELA award recipients once again. It was a pleasure to celebrate
their achievements at the CELA Conference Awards Dinner, and | am honored to share their names

here.

Lifetime Achievement Award: Frederick “Fritz" Steiner

Academy of Fellow Inductees: Byoung-Suk Kweon/Caroline Lavoie/Catherine Seavitt/Galen
Newman/Eugene Bressler/William Winslow/ Kurt Culbertson (Honorary Fellow)

President’s Award: Chingwen Cheng/ Dongying Li

Excellence in Teaching (Junior Level): Kirby Barrett

Excellence in Teaching (Senior Level): Rosalea Monacella

Excellence in Design Studio Teaching (Junior Level): Anne Weber
Excellence in Design Studio Teaching (Senior Level): Jill Desimini
Excellence in Research or Creative Works (Junior Level): Stefania Staniscia
Excellence in Service-Learning (Junior Level): Sarah Little

Excellence in Professional Advisory Service: Chandra Goldsmith Gray
Outstanding Educator: Roberto Rovira

Outstanding Administrator: Bradley Cantrell

Fountain Scholar Graduate Winner: Veronica Fay Estrada
Fountain Scholar Graduate Finalists: Camille Forest, & Noor Kamal

Fountain Scholar Undergraduate Winner: Joie Heien
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e Fountain Scholar Undergraduate Finalists: Ahmaud Carroll-Tubbs, & Ana Cervantes

e Student Research Award: Montsy Estrany Bover

e Student Creative Scholarship Award: Jessie Crown, Leo Frampton, Lucy Gonzalez, Inanna
Hencke, & Justin Mouledous

e Outstanding Paper Award: Sara Hadavi & Emily More

e CELA Academy of Fellows Best Poster Award: Li Deng

e CELA Academy of Fellows Best Poster Award Honorable Mention: Kyle Odgers/Hongfei Li
e Bob Cardoza CLASS Fund Research Grant Recipient: Kenneth Kokroko

Getting Involved with CELA

Thank you to our members and authors who have submitted a record number of manuscripts to the
Landscape Research Record. CELA VPR, Bo Zhang, will lead the review process with track chairs to
invite our members as reviewers. We encourage you to consider reviewing these manuscripts within
your scholarly expertise.

Starting this summer, you will receive updates and opportunities to engage with CELA. We
anticipate launching new programs, requesting conference graphics submissions, announcing the
call for conference abstracts, and soliciting applications for our awards, including the annual CELA
Fountain Scholar Program.

CELA is also on social media, and we need your presence! Please follow and connect with CELA on
LinkedIn, Instagram, and Facebook.

As a member-oriented organization, CELA relies on our members' leadership and volunteer efforts
to serve on our board with innovative and diverse perspectives, thereby improving our capacity to
serve our members. Please consider nominating your colleagues or yourself for our volunteer
positions.

As the CELA Board, we have witnessed and contributed to meaningful changes in landscape
architecture over the years, and I'm grateful for your ongoing support and dedication to our
organization. We are in this together, and stronger together through CELA! If you have any
suggestions or questions, please don't hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Taner R. Ozdil, Ph.D., ASLA
CELA President

Associate Professor | Program in Landscape Architecture | CAPPA
Associate Director for Research | The Center for Metropolitan Density | CfMD | UT Arlington
D - 817 272 5089 | tozdil@uta.edu


https://www.linkedin.com/company/council-of-educators-in-landscape-architecture
https://www.instagram.com/thecelaofficial
https://www.facebook.com/TheCELA/

