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August 28th, 2024 
 

Dear Distinguished Colleagues and Our Friends in Allied Organizations,  

Welcome or welcome back to the 2024-2025 academic year. As we welcome new students and 
colleagues, we are once again reminded of the vibrant and ever-evolving nature of our field. The 
beginning of the academic year is always presenting new opportunities for innovation, learning, 
and growth in landscape architecture education. As the President of CELA, I am excited to 
update you on our organization's ongoing efforts and initiatives in my second presidential letter. 
 

2025 CELA Conference: "Processes + Impacts" 

Under the leadership of Past President, Chingwen Cheng, the CELA Standing Committee on 
Conferences and Events has worked diligently throughout the spring and summer to prepare for 
our 2025 CELA Conference, which will take place from March 27-29, 2025, in Portland, Oregon. 
The 2025 CELA Conference theme, "Processes + Impacts," invites us to explore into several 
critical questions: How do landscape architects utilize and define their design processes? How 
can we understand and demonstrate the true impact of landscape architecture on our 
environments and communities? How can these insights be used to transform landscape 
architecture education and advance the profession? Moreover, the conference will address how 
we can ensure equity and accountability throughout the processes and outcomes of education, 
scholarship, and practice. These discussions promise to deepen our understanding and enhance 
our practices across the field.  We hope you will join us in Portland. 

Further details on CELA 2025 and the call for abstracts are available now, on the CELA website, 
https://thecela.org/cela-2025/call-for-abstracts/ with submissions due by September 16, 2024, at 
11:59 PM in the author’s time zone. In addition, your participation as an Abstract Reviewer would 
be invaluable to maintaining the quality and rigor of our conference discussions. 
 

CELA Updates 

As previously mentioned in my first President Letter, CELA continues to finalize our strategic 
plan for 2025-2030. Our focus is to capture the diverse voices within our community to ensure 
the plan reflects a broad spectrum of perspectives and needs. Your input from the survey and 
workshops conducted this spring has been and will continue to be crucial in this process. We 
anticipate presenting the finalized strategic plan in October, marking a significant milestone in 
CELA's journey toward fostering a more inclusive, sustainable, and innovative future. In addition, 
we are committed to enhancing our service to members through comprehensive budget reviews 
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and strategic adjustments. This effort is geared towards maximizing the benefits of your 
membership and ensuring that CELA remains a robust platform for professional development 
and collaboration. CELA is also currently reviewing our conference tracks to better reflect the 
evolving demands and the diverse representation of professional and scholarly work within our 
field. 

This fall, CELA will actively participate in meetings with our allied organizations including IFLA, 
ECLAS, CSLA, LAF, CLARB, LAAB, and ASLA. These interactions are vital as they enhance our 
collaborative efforts and help us shape the landscape architecture education agenda globally. 
Our goal is to ensure that CELA's contributions and perspectives are prominently represented 
and that we continue to build meaningful partnerships across the globe.  
 

Landscape Journal 

I encourage all of you to consider submitting your recent scholarly findings to our Landscape 
Journal. This international journal is a critical space for peer-reviewed research and scholarship 
in landscape architecture and related disciplines. In the context of global urbanization, climate 
change, and other pressing societal and environmental challenges, the Landscape Journal 
explores the dynamics of landscape change, land planning, design, and management. Articles 
published in the Landscape Journal are indexed by prominent databases such as Scopus and 
Web of Science, as well as several other abstracting and citation databases that cater to 
disciplines like arts, architecture, horticulture, planning, public health, and environmental 
science. Your contributions can significantly enhance our understanding of landscape structure, 
function, and the socio-ecological outcomes of our professional practices. For submission 
guidelines and further details, please visit Landscape Journal.  
 

Engagement and Leadership Opportunities 

Please nominate your talented students and colleagues for the CELA Awards and CELA Fountain 
Scholar Program. The announcements for the CELA Awards will be released this fall. The official 
call for CELA board nominations will be released this fall as well. These leadership roles are 
crucial in steering CELA towards its strategic goals and ensuring a diverse and dynamic board. I 
encourage you to consider nominating yourself or a colleague who can contribute innovative 
ideas and leadership to CELA. We look forward to welcoming new members who will bring 
innovative perspectives and robust energy to our endeavors. Upcoming openings in the CELA 
board are: 

• President Elect 
• Sec/VPC 
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• VP DEIR 
• Student Director Elect 
• Region 3 
• Region 7 
• Region 9 

 

Looking Ahead 

With our current efforts and the introduction of new initiatives and partnerships, the journey 
ahead is filled with potential. I am confident that together, we can continue to uphold the high 
standards set by those who have led before us and further push the boundaries of what is 
possible in landscape architecture education. Let us move forward with a shared commitment to 
excellence and innovation. Your active participation and continuous feedback are vital to our 
collective success. 

Here’s to a productive and transformative academic year ahead! Please feel free to reach out 
with your ideas, concerns, or suggestions at any time. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Jun-Hyun Kim, Ph.D., ASLA 
CELA President  
 
Professor and Director 
School of Planning, Design & Construction 
Michigan State University 
O: 517-432-0704 | junhkim@msu.edu 
 


