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Dear Distinguished Colleagues and Our Friends in Allied Organizations,

It's a tremendous honor to serve as CELA's President, an outstanding organization for Landscape
Architecture educators. My first encounter with CELA was during my doctoral studies at Texas
A&M University. Guided by great advisors like Dr. Chanam Lee and Dr. Chris Ellis, | was thrilled
to learn that Chris became CELA President. After starting my faculty career at California
Polytechnic State University at San Luis Obispo, | returned to Texas A&M University in 2011 and
found my mentor, Dr. Ming-Han Li, also serving as CELA President. My curiosity about CELA
grew, and seeing my two mentors willing to serve made me think that CELA must be a great
organization.

In 2013, with my department head, Dr. Foster Ndubisi's support, | took on the role of Regional
Director, followed by serving two terms as Secretary and Vice President of Communications,
Outreach, and Publications over a decade. Throughout my tenure at CELA, collaborating with
exceptional CELA Presidents has been a privilege.

After a decade of engagement with CELA, | wasn't sure how to complete my service. Then, one
day, after his CELA presidency my friend Galen Newman told me, "Hey Jun-Hyun, do you know
what the best part of being CELA President is? You can become the Past President of CELA." As
always, he is a genius and inspires me. So here with my experiences with CELA, | am ready to
accept the CELA President position because it's the fastest way to become the CELA Past
President. But | want to be a very proud past president after successfully completing my service
as president. As your president, | will do my very best to advance our organization’s capacity,
maintain CELA's expectations of excellence, and reach the high standard that has been set by
those who have gone before me.

Since | moved to the US in 2003, like many other immigrants, I've faced the challenging yet
enlightening journey of discovering and confirming my identity. Navigating different cultures,
languages, and societal expectations can leave one feeling uncertain and adrift. However, within
CELA, I've discovered a profound sense of identity and belonging. Surrounded by individuals
who share a common passion and purpose, who support and celebrate accomplishments, and
who collectively tackle challenges, | no longer feel like an outsider. Instead, | am part of a
dedicated community working tirelessly to advance our field, push boundaries, and make a
difference. As CELA President, | aim to solidify my identity within this group, working together to
create a more sustainable, healthy, and resilient world. Together, we inspire and nurture the
future generation in our field through scholarly, outreach, and teaching activities.

Looking Ahead, during my tenure as CELA President, | will focus on several priorities. In this
message, I'd like to highlight two main items. Firstly, the CELA Board is actively working on
finalizing the CELA Strategic Plan 2025-2030. This plan is being developed meticulously and
inclusively to ensure it reflects the diverse perspectives and needs of our community. Prior to the
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last CELA Conference at St. Louis, the board convened for a one-and-a-half-day session to
further refine the goals and objectives of the strategic plan. We are grateful to everyone who
participated in the survey and listening workshops in February, as your input has been
invaluable in shaping the direction of CELA. Based on the insights gathered from these sessions,
along with the survey results, we are aiming to share our finalized plan in October and officially
adopt it this year. Another main priority will be to establish CELA as a platform for our members
to showcase their scholarly and creative works, thereby enhancing our visibility within the field.

With this message, | would like to highlight some CELA updates:

CELA 2024: Taking Action | Making Change

Our last CELA conference in St. Louis was a resounding success, with nearly 400 attendees with
275 oral presentations, 50 poster presentations, 15 panel sessions, and 9 film presentations. On
behalf of the CELA board, | extend my heartfelt appreciation to everyone who attended the
conference and contributed to the submission and review of abstracts. I'd also like to thank our
track chairs for their leadership in the abstract review process and their efforts in recruiting
reviewers.

Throughout the conference, we enjoyed camaraderie and collegiality at various events, including
pre-conference workshops, a series of presentation sessions, field excursions, and our annual
Awards Dinner and Presentation. | want to highlight our fantastic keynote speakers, Kotchakorn
Voraakhom and Michael Allen, for their inspirational speeches. Congratulations to Randolph
Hester, our 2024 CELA Lifetime Achievement Awardee, who delivered an impressive keynote
presentation. We also held a signing ceremony of our Memorandum of Understanding with the
Landscape Architecture Foundation and International Federation of Landscape Architects,
marking a step towards exploring future collaboration opportunities for our discipline.

Special thanks are due to David Myer, outgoing CELA Past President and Chair of the Conference
and Event Committee, for his tireless dedication in identifying the conference location and
meticulously planning our event. | also extend my appreciation to Dongying Li, Past Vice
President of Research and Creative Scholarship, for her significant role in ensuring the success of
our conference. She not only led the abstract review process but also documented our event
with her photography talent.

Finally, I'd like to express gratitude to our Fellows for their support for the keynote session,
facilitators of our field excursions, and to the IMI Association Executives staff members for their
invaluable assistance in organizing and supporting the conference.

2025 CELA Annual Conference at Portland, OR

We look forward to welcoming you to our 2025 CELA Annual Conference, scheduled for March
27-29, 2025, in Portland, Oregon. More details about the conference and the Call for Abstracts
will be announced in late summer.
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Outgoing CELA Board Members
| would like to acknowledge and express appreciation to the following CELA members who have
recently completed their invaluable service to CELA in leadership positions:

Executive Committee Members:
e Chingwen Cheng, President

e David Myers, Past President
e Dongying Li, Vice President of Research and Creative Scholarship
e Simon Bussiere, 2" Vice President

Regional and Student Directors
e Claire Napawan, Region 2 Director

e David Barbarash, Region 5 Director
e Muhammed Ali Ornek, Region 8 Director
e Ishiah Dashiell, Student Director

Thank you for your service to CELA!

New CELA Board Members
| would also like to acknowledge the following CELA members incoming elected leadership and
welcome their commitment for service to CELA:

Executive Committee Members:
e Taner R. Ozdil, President-Elect

e Bo Zhang, Vice President of Research and Creative Scholarship
e David Barbarash, 2" Vice President

Regional and Student Directors
e Simon Bussiere, Region 2 Director

e Yiwei Huang, Region 5 Director
e Mintai Kim, Region 10 Director
e Fiorela Sibaja, Student Director-Elect

2024 CELA Awards
Congratulations to all of this year's CELA award recipients once again. It was a pleasure to
celebrate their achievements at the CELA Conference Awards Dinner, and | am honored to share
their names here.

e Lifetime Achievement Award: Randolph Hester

e Academy of Fellow Inductees: Diane Jones Allen / Ned Crankshaw / Eliza Pennypacker
e President’s Award: David Myers

e Fountain Scholar Undergraduate Winner: Alexis Banks

e Fountain Scholar Undergraduate Finalists: Jordi Prieto / Sydney Puentes
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e Fountain Scholar Graduate Winner: Mona Hamed
e Fountain Scholar Graduate Finalists: Selorm Afeke / Jonathan Hampton
e Forster Ndubisi Professional Service Award: M. Ellen Deming

e Excellence in Design Studio Teaching (Junior Level): Ignacio Lépez Busén
e Excellence in Design Studio Teaching (Senior Level): Leena Cho

e Excellence in Teaching (Junior Level): Ben George

e Excellence in Teaching (Senior Level): Michael Lee

e Excellence in Teaching (Senior Level): Zaneta Hong

e Excellence in Research or Creative Works (Junior Level): Wonmin Sohn
e Excellence in Research or Creative Works (Senior Level): Alissa North
e Excellence in Service-Learning (Junior Level): Lisa DuRussel

e Excellence in Service-Learning (Senior Level): Yekang Ko

e Outstanding Administrator: Lita Margolis

e Outstanding Educator: Galen Newman

e Student Research Award: Aisha Lyengar
e Student Research Award Honorable Mention: Victoria Brenneis
e Student Creative Scholarship Award: Ari Bell / Arda Cosan / Emily Morton

e Outstanding Paper Award: Baojing Pu, Yuze Li, Hong Wu, and Xioging Xu
e CELA Academy of Fellow Outstanding Poster Award: Claire Henkel
e CELA Academy of Fellow Outstanding Poster Award Honorable Mention: Monique Bassey

Getting Involved with CELA

Thank you to all those who have contributed to elevating our research and creative activities by
submitting manuscripts to the Landscape Research Record. Past CELA VPR, Dongying Li, and our
new CELA VPR, Bo Zhang, will lead the review process with track chairs to invite our members as
reviewers. We encourage you to consider reviewing these manuscripts within your scholarly
areas.

Starting this August, you will receive updates and opportunities to engage with CELA. We will
announce the call for conference abstracts and solicit applications for our awards, including the
annual CELA Fountain Scholar Program. As a member-oriented organization, CELA relies on the
leadership of our members to serve on our board with innovative and diverse perspectives,
thereby improving our capacity to serve our members. Please consider nominating your
colleagues or yourself for our board positions this fall.
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I've witnessed and contributed to meaningful changes at CELA, and I'm grateful for your support
and dedication to our organization. Together, we will continue to make a difference. If you have
any suggestions or questions, please don't hesitate to contact me at junhkim@msu.edu.

Sincerely,

ratpn Ei

Jun-Hyun Kim, Ph.D,, ASLA
CELA President

Professor in the School of Planning, Design & Construction

Program Director of the Landscape Architecture Program

Program Director of the Master of Arts in Environmental Design Program
Michigan State University

0: 517-353-8554 | junhkim@msu.edu
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