
Botanic gardens constitute an excellent medium to render legible different conceptions of
environment. Since the earliest examples of gardens aimed to increase the scientific understanding of 
plants, botanic gardens have always exceeded their research purpose of plant collection and classification. 
Aside from codifying plant life, they have expressed the different aesthetic and cultural aspirations of each 
time and place. In recent times, an emphasis has been put on the capacity of botanic gardens to educate 
the general public about current environmental issues and the different values around which the relationship 
between humans and plants has been constructed over history. In the current context of environmental 
disruption, less attention is given, however, to the extraordinary potential of contemporary botanic gardens 
to contribute to the construction of new forms of natural order.  

Through a quick overview of some of the different systems of classification in the natural sciences 
and its concomitant principles of organization in landscape gardening, this essay will highlight a few historic 
examples to show how botanic gardens have worked towards a synthesis of prevalent scientific codes of 
botany and aesthetic canons of landscape architecture. It will then focus on the discussion of a 
contemporary case, the Bordeaux botanic garden, designed by the French landscape architect Catherine 
Mosbach, as a way to recapitulate and expand some of the key issues in the history of botanic gardens. 
This essay ultimately seeks to highlight the potential of botanic gardens, specifically, and landscape 
architecture, in general, to internalize, render legible, and thus advance different constructions of the natural 
order and of the position of the human within.  



herbularia
herbularia

arae 

horti botanici

Plan of L’Horto de i Semplici di Padova



Jardin du Roi
hortus conclusus

Vitruvian Man

System Naturae, 

herbularius

pulvilli



Systema 
Naturae

artificiality

natural

arae pulvilli i
Hortus publicus academiae Lugdunum-Batavae



jardin à la française

3.1  

� �

jardin 
aquatique

galerie des milieux

champs de culture



allée

champs de culture 
galerie des millieux 

pulvilli 

galerie des milieux 
champs de culture 



morus alba) gossypium hirsutum dipsacus

artemisia absinthium saccharum officinarum
hummulus lupulus





champs de culture galerie des milieux

ecological

natural

anthropos



The Enclosed Garden: History and Development of the
 and its Reintroduction into the Present Day Urban Landscape

Natura Artificiosa Natura Artificialis The Italian Garden, 

Botanical Progress, Horticultural Innovations and Cultural Changes

The British Arboretum: Trees, Science and Culture in the Nineteenth
Century

The Order of Things: An Archaeology of the Human Sciences

Generelle Morphologie Der Organismen.
Allgemeine Grundzüge Der Organischen Formen-wissenschaft, Mechanisch Begründet Durch Die
Von Charles Darwin Reformirte Descendenztheorie

Annals of the Missouri
Botanical Garden

British Journal for the History of Science

jardin-botanique-bordeaux.fr

Mém. Math. Phys. Acad. Roy. Sci. 

Anthos

Traverseés = Crossings

Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed
Landscapes

Garden History: Issues, Approaches, Methods



The Garden of Eden: The Botanic Garden and the Re-Creation of Paradise

The Development of Biological Systematics: Antoine-Laurent de Jussieu,
Nature, and the Natural System

Studies in the History of Gardens and Designed
Landscapes

République des Gens des
Sciences Baroque Garden Cultures: Emulation, Subliamtion, Subversion

Journal of Garden History 

The Botanist


