
August 31st, 2016
 
Dear Colleagues,
 
As the North American academic year starts up, CELA has some exciting news to report. 
First, our new website is about to be launched.  In addition to a more sophisticated look and 
easy navigation, you will find the 2017 Call for Abstracts and guidelines, upcoming 
conference information, job listings, the Academic Information System (undergoing a 
thorough update,) and links to Landscape Research Record, Landscape Journal, CELA 
Forum, position announcements, CELA social media, and current CELA news. Our hope is 
that the website will become an invaluable tool to support the academy (particularly our 
junior faculty) and promote rigorous research within our ever-expanding field.  Please take 
a moment to explore the content, and, as always, we are interested in hearing how this site 
can best serve you, our members.
 
In Salt Lake City this spring I chaired the administrator’s meeting. A primary concern across 
the board was student recruitment. CELA has taken this concern seriously and had 
partnered with Susan Apollonio of ASLA in strategizing for a collaborative effort in a national 
recruitment/career discovery and diversity campaign. As a start, CELA will have a member 
on the ASLA Education Programs Committee, starting in October. News about how to get 
involved and action items will be forthcoming. In the meantime, I will be working with 
administrators to share their recruitment success stories via email and the website.
 
I am happy to report that the current issue of Landscape Journal is composed of articles 
addressing race, resilience and the rural landscape. The topics could not be timelier. As 
many of you know, Landscape Journal is undergoing a transition, and will have a new 
editor, Brian Lee from The University of Kentucky in 2018, with 2017 being a transitional 
year under the expert guidance of David Pitt, Daniel J. Nadenicek and Ashley Steffens. I 
had the chance to meet with Brian this summer in Kentucky, and to hear in person about 
his innovative ideas for change in the coming years. He is excited to take on this challenge. 
As an important side note, please take full advantage of Landscape Journal in your 
courses, submit manuscripts, and cite it in your research. Remember, this journal is our 
primary mode of research dissemination, and we are hoping to expand its reach by having 
larger international recognition as well as a strong presence in the professional community.
 
Our students are our future educators and practitioners. In recognition of this obvious fact, 
CELA now has a Student Research Award. Keep your eye out for the call for nominations 
and encourage your students to submit. The next issue of CELA Forum is also student run, 
and will be available on the website this semester.
 
Additional CELA activities and updates include:

+ Past President Ming-Han and Interim Executive Director Pat Taylor went to Beijing to 
meet with the 2017 conference hosts.
+ Ming-Han attended the Canadian Society of Landscape Architecture Congress this 
June to further strengthen our relationship with our neighbors.



+ Conference planning for the next 5 years, with a focus on our 100th anniversary in D.C. 
in 2020.
+ I met with the LAAB board this summer in Santa Fe and will be attending the CLARB 
annual conference this September in Philadelphia.
+ Ming-Han Li and Pat Taylor have been invited to attend the 2016 ECLAS (European 
Council of Landscape Architecture Schools) to explore future interaction with our 
colleagues abroad.
+ Jun Kim has done an excellent job of managing our Facebook page (check it out and 
like us if you haven’t already). Over 6,000 people have been reached. If you would like to 
submit a post or news, you may contact him at: JHKim@arch.tamu.edu
+ Landscape Research Record #5 will be published in December thanks to the able 
leadership of former VP for Research and Creative Scholarship, Charlene LeBleu, and 
her review committee.
+ Bo Yang’s Standing Committee on Research and Creative Scholarship has selected its 
abstract review committee and the call for proposals for the 2017 conference in Beijing.
+ Member schools now have a student representative. If your school has not yet chosen 
a student rep, please contact Beth Faragan at:  bafaraga@ncsu.edu

 
On a heavier note, we are all well aware of our greater context and the extraordinarily 
conflicted times with war, melting ice caps, flooding and droughts, racial tension and 
campaign madness. Even a quick glance at the news points to world out of balance. As 
educators and practitioners, we are always asking ourselves about the role of landscape 
architecture in the 21st century, and how it responds to local and global issues.  Landscape 
Architecture Foundation’s Summit in Philadelphia this spring spoke to many of these 
concerns, generating passion and visions for our future. If you were unable to attend, you 
can find a synopsis here: https://lafoundation.org/news-events/blog/2016/06/14/summit-
wrap/. As we collaborate with our sister organizations, and envision and work toward a 
more optimistic future, it is also important to remember the small, yet impactful moments of 
the everyday—demonstrating kindness, compassion and empathy.
 
Finally, I’d like to welcome all new junior faculty members and encourage them to take 
advantage of CELA’s capacity to mentor through the tenure process, as I did six years ago. 
If you have any questions about the benefits of CELA, or the more formal mentorship 
program, please contact me. I’d also like to thank the many volunteers that make this 
organization possible, and encourage others to get involved.
 

I’ll close this letter with a sincere wish for all of you to have a productive, healthy and 
inspiring year. 

Katya	  Crawford
Associate	  Professor,	  University	  of	  New	  Mexico,	  Landscape	  Architecture	  Department
President,	  Council	  of	  Educators	  in	  Landscape	  Architecture
katyac@unm.edu
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