
ATTACHMENT  

2017 CELA 1st VICE-PRESIDENT NOMINATION—CHARLENE M. LEBLEU, FASLA, AICP  

Associate Professor and Chair of Landscape Architecture, Auburn University  

Contact info: leblecm@auburn.edu; c | 706.442.3063  

Bio  

Charlene LeBleu has been an Auburn University Landscape Architecture faculty member for 12 years. 

Her academic and scholarly activities interconnect low impact development, sustainable community 

development and costal planning. She is an ASLA Fellow. LeBleu is an engaged leader among her peers. 

She has served as Chair of the Auburn University Landscape Architecture program twice during her 

tenure at Auburn, where she has a track record for increasing student enrollment and scholarship 

endowments. She has served as the CELA Vice-President of Research and Creative Scholarship (2014 – 

2016) where for two years she directed the CELA Open Conference abstract conference submission, and 

established the Film Track as a permanent track for CELA conference submission (2015). As CELA VPR, 

Charlene chaired the CELA Committee on Research, the CELA CLASS Fund Grant Committee and 

represented CELA on the board of the Landscape Architecture Foundation (LAF). LeBleu has previously 

served CELA as Track Chair for the Landscape Planning and Ecology Track (2009-2014) where she and her 

fellow track chairs received the 2012 CELA Outstanding Communication Award for establishing a new 

procedure for peer review. Charlene has also served on the ASLA National Landscape Architecture 

Continuing Education Committee (LA CES) from 2008-2015 representing CELA from 2011 – 2015. 

Charlene is the editor of Landscape Research Record volumes IV & V.  

Qualifications  

Charlene LeBleu has much experience in the workings of CELA. In addition, she engages design as a 

vehicle for research in the exploration of issues including social, ecological, environmental and beyond. 

She has advanced the public’s knowledge of and relationship to landscape architecture through her 

cross- disciplinary work with researchers in many fields including forestry, biosystems engineering, 

horticulture, fisheries and agronomy, fostering the transfer of scientific information to design concepts. 

As a testimony to this effort, she and fellow Auburn University research collaborators received the 2011 

President’s Outstanding Collaboration Award for Research for their exceptional research/scholarship 

performance. Additional allocates for her leadership abilities include serving two terms as National 

President of Sigma Lambda Alpha (Landscape Architecture Honor Society), and receiving the 2015 

Kenneth J. Groves, Jr. Distinguished Leadership Award for a Professional Planner (Alabama Chapter of 

the American Planning Association) and the 2009 Leadership Mobile Award for her low impact 

development design and coastal planning work in Mobile, Alabama. 3  

 

Plan to Provide Service to CELA (Charlene LeBleu’s Personal Statement)  

It would be an honor and a privilege to provide service to CELA as the First Vice President for 2017-2020, 

and work closely with colleagues from other institutions that I have gotten to know through CELA 

meetings and service. I will strive to represent the image and ethic of CELA to the best of my ability. I 

vow to be responsible and diligent in my duties as President Elect, advance the agenda of the 



organization and serve as a representative to all allied organizations. If elected CELA president, I bring to 

the table my expertise in academic administration, development resourcing and research enterprise. I 

will use these talents to the best of my ability to:  

1. Increase the effectiveness of collateral partnerships by strengthening CELA’s connections in the 

academy, design-build industry and profession.  

2. Shepherd CELA’s fund raising strategy to the next level.  

3. Expand the conversation and quantification of practice-based research.  

4. Enhance CELA’s research capabilities through strategic partnerships.  

5. Increase the opportunities for faculty to become more engaged in CELA.  

 

Since 2004, I have served CELA in many capacities including abstract and paper reviewer, Track Chair, 

Vice-President of Research and Creative Scholarship and as an annual conference participant. It would 

be a tremendous honor and privilege to continue working with and for the CELA membership. 


