
 

CELA Academy of Fellows: 2019 Mid-year report to CELA Board 
from  

FORSTER NDUBISI, Chairperson 
 

1. CELA Fellows Annual Meeting, Sacramento, CA 
The CELA Academy of Fellows (AoF) met at the annual CELA Conference hosted by 
University of California, Davis in Sacramento on March 8, 2019.  The Chairperson person, 
Forster Ndubisi provided CELA Fellows updates on numerous issues including the status of 
the Academy, 2019 Aof Fellows, AoF member’s responsibilities, revisions to the new fellows 
nominating process, and the potential impact of CELA administrative leadership on AoF 
programmatic activities. 

 
2. Induction of new members of the AoF 
Five new AoF members were inducted on March 9, 2019. These were: Bob Grese, University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor (sponsored by Joan Nassauer); 2) Sean Michael, Utah State 
University  (sponsored by Ming Han, Li); 3) William Sullivan,  University of Illinois, 
(sponsored by Christopher D. Ellis); 4) Peter Olin, University of Minnesota (sponsored by 
Dave Pitt); 5) Iain Robertson, University of Washington, Seattle. With the addition of new 
members, the AoF membership is 77 as of March 8, 2019.  

 
3. Selection Process for new Fellows 
Revisions to the voting period for the selection of new Fellows were discussed.  There was 
concern that previous elections were conducted so close to the annual CELA conference 
that it was inconvenient for new Fellows-elect to attend the conference, if they had not 
already made plans and commitments to attend.  The proposed schedule that was 
implemented in its entirety during the 2019/2020 nomination cycle is as follows:  

  
August 26, 2019 Call for Nominations prepared by AoF Exec. Com. 
September 1  Call for Nominations distributed by CELA Exec. Dir. 
October 1  Validation of Nominators and Nominees by CELA Exec. Dir. 
October 5  Distribution of Ballot to active Fellows by CELA Exec. Dir. 
November 1-15 Vote Tabulation by CELA Exec. Dir. 
November 15  Notification of Fellows elected by AoF Chair 
November 15-30 Invitation to new Fellows-elect to attend CELA conference by AoF 

Exec Com  
December 1-   AoF Chair Announcement of new Fellows-elect by CELA  

 
Each Fellow was permitted to cast a vote for up to five candidates.  “Stacking” of votes was 
not permitted (in previous voting procedures, electors could cast their five votes with 
multiple votes on one or a couple of candidates).  

 
 
 



4. Selection of 2020 Fellows 
A call for nominations with revised required nomination materials was sent out by CELA 
Executive Director to CELA Fellows on September 1, 2019.  Five people were nominated (3 
by CELA Ex. Com).  Voting began on October 1 and ended on November 1. Thirty-eight (38) 
fellows voted. The interpretation of the result is still underway. I need input from the Board 
to complete the process. 

 
5. AoF Administrative Structure 
The next AoF leaders were elected for a two-year term (2018-2020): Chair (Forster Ndubisi); 
Chair-Elect (Stephanie Rolley); Secretary (Ken Brooks).  These additional positions are 
essential to the effective management of the AoF as the membership continues to grow. 
Standing sub-committees are Mentorship Sub-Committee [New Administrators Workshop*], 
Archives Sub-Committee, Research Posters Review Sub-Committee, and Development Sub-
Committee. 
 
The appointment of a permanent Executive Director for CELA Peter Kralka has made a 
significant difference in the administration of AoF programmatic activities including 
stabilizing the formal mechanism for soliciting dues from CELA Fellows and for selecting 
new Fellows.   

 
6. AoF Bylaws 

In progress 
 

7. Fellow’s Speaker Recommendation for 2020 CELA. 
 
The AoF Leadership’s recommendation for Fellow’s Speaker are listed in the following 
order: 
1. Billy Fleming (https://placesjournal.org/article/design-and-the-green-new-deal/?cn-

reloaded=1)  
2. Frederick Steiner followed by Billy Fleming 
3. Beth Meyer and Billy Fleming  

 
Fritz and Billy just completed the celebration of 50 years after the publication of Design with 
Nature.  They also just edited an excellent book that touches on the history and exploration 
of the future of landscape architecture in the era of climate change (Frederick Steiner, 
Richard Weller, Karen Closkey, and Billy Fleming eds. Design with Nature Now (Cambridge, 
MA: Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, Oct. 2019). Beth Meyer has an excellent handle on the 
history of landscape architecture and the prospects for the future.  She is a great thinker 
and eloquent speaker. 
 
8. Proposed AoF Dues 
The AoF reviewed 4 options and narrowed in down to two. We solicit your input. 

 
Option 1: 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__placesjournal.org_article_design-2Dand-2Dthe-2Dgreen-2Dnew-2Ddeal_-3Fcn-2Dreloaded-3D1&d=DwMF-g&c=u6LDEWzohnDQ01ySGnxMzg&r=tIyCMwlHG9sZkdX1M3hPBA&m=O-cQMLiUpvUTA_3JjKXWpnOAVcDEjRBDrMyBAoJgBD8&s=j4cB_I0KwXNDw_R_jKgy4SfAWIiOTr6yQIfg1zG-6SA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__placesjournal.org_article_design-2Dand-2Dthe-2Dgreen-2Dnew-2Ddeal_-3Fcn-2Dreloaded-3D1&d=DwMF-g&c=u6LDEWzohnDQ01ySGnxMzg&r=tIyCMwlHG9sZkdX1M3hPBA&m=O-cQMLiUpvUTA_3JjKXWpnOAVcDEjRBDrMyBAoJgBD8&s=j4cB_I0KwXNDw_R_jKgy4SfAWIiOTr6yQIfg1zG-6SA&e=


FCELA dues match FASLA dues. Donations are voluntary. 
 

Dues and donations support AoF initiatives such as, but not limited to, the AoF Speaker fees 
(CELA Annual Conference), the AoF Best Poster Award, a Traveling Plaque, and AoF medals 
and pins for new members.  

 
a) Dues and donations shall be determined by the Academy and established by the 

category of Fellow membership. 
 

I. Fellow—Annual dues for Fellows shall be $20.00 per year.  
 

II. Emeritus Fellow—Annual dues for Fellow-Emeritus shall be $20.00 per year. An 
Emeritus Fellow who has contributed an aggregate of $100.00 in dues during the 
past five years shall have no additional dues assessments in the future. 

 
III. Honorary Fellow—There are no annual dues for an Honorary Fellows   

 
Active Fellows, Emeritus Fellows and Honorary Fellows are encouraged to make 
additional contributions in support of AoF mission.  A suggested donation of $180.00 
per year, plus dues of $20.00 would make an annual remittance of $200.00.  A tax-
deductible receipt for the donation portion ($180.00) will be provided by the CELA Exec. 
Director.  Fellows who have remitted an aggregate of $1,000.00 in the past five years 
will be recognized as Sustaining Fellows. 

 
Option 2 

 
Dues, Initiation Fees and Donations; adds a $50.00 initiation fee; FCELA dues match 
FASLA dues; donations are voluntary. 

 
Dues and donations support AoF initiatives such as, but not limited to, the AoF Speaker 
fees (CELA Annual Conference), the AoF Best Poster Award, a Traveling Plaque, and AoF 
medals and pins for new members.  

 
a) Dues, initiation fees and donations shall be determined by the Academy and 

established by the category of Fellow membership. 
 

i) Fellow— There is a $50.00 initiation fee for Fellows.  In following years, the 
annual dues for Fellows shall be $50.00 per year.  

 
ii)  Emeritus Fellow— Emeritus Fellows are initiated as Fellows. Annual dues are 

$20.00/yr. A Fellow who has contributed an aggregate of $100.00 in dues during 
the past five years and who has retired may apply for Emeritus status.  Emeritus 
Fellows shall have no additional dues assessments in the future. 

 



iii) Honorary Fellow— There is a $50.00 initiation fee for Honorary Fellows. There 
are no annual dues for an Honorary Fellows.   

 
iv) Active Fellows, Emeritus Fellows and Honorary Fellows are encouraged to make 

additional contributions in support of AoF missions.  For active Fellows, the 
suggested donation of $150.00 per year, plus dues of $50.00 would make an 
annual remittance of $200.  A tax-deductible receipt for the donation portion 
($150.00) will be provided by the CELA Executive Director. Similarly, the 
recommended contributions for Emeritus Fellows and Honorary Fellows is 
$150.00/yr.  Fellows who have remitted an aggregate of $1,000.00 in the past 
five years will be recognized as Sustaining Fellows. 

 
b) All dues, initiation fees and donations shall be collected and deposited by the CELA 

Exec. Dir. and CELA Treasurer, and held in trust by CELA for the Academy of Fellows. 
The AoF Secretary-Treasurer will receive regular records of all receipts and 
disbursements to the AoF Fund. 

 
9. Travelling Plaque 
The creation of a “travelling plaque” is an issue that will be completed before the 2020 CELA 
conference.  
 
10.  Others  

Pins, mail updates, etc. 
 


