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1 ABSTRACT 

The affordance value of play spaces is a well-researched topic within the literature surrounding 
environmental psychology, childhood developmental psychology, and public health (Jongeneel, 
2015; Sporrel & Withagen, 2017; Prieske et al 2015; Cosco, 2006; Croft et al, 2017; Kyttä, 2002; 
Sandseter, 2009; Heft, 1988, 1989; Larrea et al, 2019; Withagen & Calijouw, 2017). Historically, 
there have been many challenges made to playground design, specifically arising from the issue 
of underutilized or unattractive spaces, and how to maximize developmental value within play 
environments. 

This is particularly of note within the Canadian context, as parent groups are often responsible for 
the fundraising, planning, designing, and constructing of playgrounds for public schools. This paper 
will argue there are gaps within the existing research in which elements of a playscape are 
evaluated based on a current criteria for play affordance that does not adequately account for two-
dimensional (2D) play opportunities, and thus does not provide a reasonable precedent for pursuing 
economically affordable and accessible alternatives to traditional three-dimensional playground 
design pursuits going forward. 

We argue in this paper that the existing research studies on affordances within play environments 
do not adequately account for 2D play alternatives, and that landscape architecture and design is 
an overlooked perspective from the existing multidisciplinary studies. 2D installations can offer 
imaginative, self-directed play opportunities that are an economically viable alternative to traditional 
3D play structures, and remain appropriately positioned within the context of affordance evaluation. 
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